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From the Principal’s Desk 

Here we are at the end of another busy term. It certainly has been an 

interesting one, with the impact of Covid well and truly being an 

ongoing issue. I am cynical in thinking we will back to ‘normal’ next 

term (in fact, I wonder when this will ever be the case!) but am sincerely hoping we have 

healthier staff and students and less interruptions to our weeks. I am very appreciative 

of the support our parent community has given us; especially your understanding about 

changes in staffing over the term due to relief shortages.  

Free Dress Friday 17th June 

Thank you all for your support on Friday for our Free Dress Day  

to raise funds for Camp Quality. We raised a fabulous $518.05!!  

Camp Quality are visiting us today to give our students a puppet 

show, and we will be telling them of our super effort. Camp Quality  

do amazing work in supporting children with cancer and their 

families, from counselling, education, fun experiences and camps. 
 

Semester 1 Reports 

On Wednesday 29 June student reports for Semester 1 will be sent home via Connect. As 

always, if you have anything you wish to discuss with your child’s teachers, please phone 

or email to make an appointment to speak with them.  

Active Transport 

It is great to see the number of students in the mornings riding, walking or catching the 

bus to school. This certainly helps alleviate traffic issues, particularly in the afternoon, 

but also instils in our students a more environmentally friendly approach to getting to 

school. 

Mr Carron and the Your Move team will again be running the Active Transport challenge 

next term, with an exciting prize for the winning class on offer! 
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Mountain Bike Track 

Our students are really enjoying the use of our Mountain Bike Track. Sessions before and after school are 

well attended and I thank our parent volunteers who are helping with these.  

A reminder that we need to have a parent permission form for all students who attend. This information is 

on Connect for you. On days where there is not a before or after school session running, students are not to 

ride the track as there is no supervision. 

I hope the school holidays are a chance for you all to recharge and relax. Monday 18th July is a School 

Development Day and therefore students do not attend. We look forward to seeing students back on 

Tuesday 19 July. 

Ms Cathy Willis 

Principal  

 

Congratulations to all of our Honour Certificate Recipients and Rise Stars 
 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

HONOUR CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS 

ROOM JUNIOR ROOM SENIOR 

2 
Jesse & 
Archer 

15 Ava & Maddison 

3 
Alexander 
& Charlie 

16 Grace & Declan 

4 
Lucy & 
Helena 

17 Molly & Cooper 

5 
Rebecca & 

Malachi 
18 Jasmine & Annie 

6 Ethan & Sri 20 Jacinta & Tayla Jane 

7 
Grace & 
Johnny 

21 Ameleah & Theo 

8 
Rori & 
Sabella 

22 Oscar & Skylah 

9 
Maddison 
& Saber 

23 Fletcher & Isabel 

LOTE 
Juliette & 

Sadie 
SCIENCE Ajay & Zephyr  

Phys 
Ed 

Leo & Chloe 
Digital 

Technology 
Evelyn & Aisah 

Music Molly, Abby and Chloe 

Aussie of the Month Lenny & Ayla 

JUNIOR SENIOR 

Amelia Molly 
Isobel Abby 
Joel  

Dustin  
Johnny 
Isabelle 

 

RISE Stars 
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FACTION POINTS 

  

 

  

1555 1479 1413 1153 

 

2022 Albany Primary School House Cross Country 

Congratulations to all students who took part in 

the 2022 Albany Primary School House Cross 

Country on Wednesday the 1st of June. The effort 

shown on the day by all students who 

participated was admirable and lived up to the 

school motto of ‘Strive to Achieve’. It was clear 

that many students had trained hard and 

prepared well for the event which resulted in 

some excellent performances on the day. It was 

also fantastic to see strong sportsmanship shown 

by so many students through acts like 

encouraging others, congratulating fellow 

competitors, and helping friends to finish the 

race.  

 

One of the best things about the cross country event is 

that it is an opportunity for the students to develop and 

demonstrate the qualities of persistence and resilience. 

Whether running comes naturally or not, cross country 

gives all students an opportunity to apply these 

qualities to produce a run that they can be proud of. It 

was fantastic to see these qualities on show in many of 

the students’ performances and they should be 

congratulated on this.  
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The highlight for me in this year’s cross country 

came in the Year 6 girls race. About halfway 

through the race, the leader (who has won cross 

country every year for as long as anybody can 

remember) started to experience difficulty, she 

slowed down and considered pulling out of the 

race. As the second placed runner approached, 

she noticed something was wrong and faced a 

clear choice, she could either run on and almost 

definitely win the race, or stop and help to the 

detriment of her own race. It is important to note 

that at this point, either choice would have been 

ok, but it makes me very proud of the fact that 

she chose the second option. She provided 

encouragement and motivation to her friend and they continued the race together. As they continued at a 

slower pace, the third placed student caught up to both of them and faced a similar decision to either push 

past them and win or help as well, she also chose to help.  

They then ran the whole bottom oval section of the 

race together keeping the initial leader motivated 

and in the race. As they rounded the final corner of 

the course they switched back onto race mode and 

battled it out to the finish with the initial leader 

winning the race in the end. To me, this story 

exemplifies so many of the best elements of 

competitive sport, from the sportsmanship and 

kindness shown by the girls who helped their friend, 

to the persistence and determination shown by the 

initial leader to push on and win the race. 

There were many other outstanding performances this year which resulted in a number of the course 

records being beaten. The table below shows the record holder for each course prior to this year’s event as 

well as this year’s champions, some of which became the new course record holders, as well as this year’s 

runners up. 

GIRLS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Record 

holder 

Ruby  

(2021) 

4min 20sec 

Sienna 

(2021) 

4min 8sec 

Kate 

(2021) 

7min 33sec 

Harriet 

(2021) 

7min 33sec 

Grace 

(2021) 

9min 25sec 

Freya 

(2021) 

8min 46sec 

Champion 

Girl 

Georgia 

New Record 

4min 15sec 

Ruby 

New Record 

4min 0sec 

Grace 

7min 42sec 

Lola 

7min 44sec 

Harriet 

Equal Record 

9min 25sec 

Grace 

9min 15sec 

Runner Up Vida  Matilda  Sienna  Alida  Annie  Chloe 
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BOYS Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Record 

holder 

Cade 

(2021) 

4min 8sec 

Bayden 

(2021) 

3min 40sec 

Jackson 

(2021) 

6min 47sec 

William 

(2021) 

6min 28sec 

Ben 

(2021) 

8min 12sec 

Mitchell 

(2021) 

7min 37sec 

Champion 

Boy 

Leo 

New Record 

3min 52sec 

Cade 

3min 46sec 

Cobi A Jackson 

6min 40sec 

William 

New Record 

7min 51sec 

Jacob 

7min 49sec 

Runner Up Lachlan  Archie  Ajay  Joe Xavier Ben 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Champions and runners up who received medallions are also able to take these into ‘The Trophy Shop’ to 

have their names engraved on their medallion free of charge. 

As well as being about individual achievement, cross country is also about working hard to earn points for 

your house. The house point scoring system is designed to award all students for striving to achieve their 

best and the points are awarded as follows. 

 1st place = 50 points 

 2nd place = 45 points 

 3rd place = 40 points 

 4th place = 39 points 

 Every place after 4th gets one less point than the place before 
 

The contest for House Shield Champion was very close with both the difference between 3rd and 4th and the 

difference between 1st and 2nd being less than the amount of points a single runner can achieve. This is quite 

astonishing given the fact that each house has close to 100 runners. 

 In 4th place on 2057 points was Breaksea 

 In 3rd place on 2089 points was Melville 

 In 2nd place on 2424 points was Michaelmas 

 In 1st place on 2431 points was Clarence  
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Congratulations to Clarence on a hard fought win! And well done to all of the other houses on putting up a 
great contest. Train hard and get ‘em next year! 
 
Finally, a huge thank you to all the parent helpers, Year 6 captains and teachers who worked hard to help 
make sure the day ran smoothly. It was the great team effort that made this year’s Cross Country a great 
event! 
 
Regards, 
Paul Carron 
PE Teacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Thank you!!! 
 

Thank you to one of our parents, Jialin, for dropping off some amazing specimens for our Science room. The 
kids have loved looking and talking about them! 

Thanks again 

From Mr Gardiner in Science  
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   Riding the Munda Biddi Trail. 
     

I arrived at 8.30am to a swarm of excited children lining their bikes up on trailers.  
Endless talking filled the air as we all walked down to Mrs Mercers classroom to discuss 
what was going to happen…and what was not. The bus arrived and we rushed to find 
seats with our friends. A chorus of different voices started singing well known songs in  

unison. The bus ride seemed fleeting and before we knew it we arrived at Elleker. 
A stampede of excited children toppled out of the bus. The parent volunteers and staff were already there 
waiting with our bikes. After we collected our bikes we formed into our riding groups. Whilst waiting to take 
off, we assembled into one single file line of bikes. It was ‘Go Time!’ for this part of the Trail.  
When riding along the path the forest was quite magical. Soon we stopped for a short recess in a bushy area. 
We continued riding through quiet, peaceful areas of bushland. We rode through a farm with adorable 
caramel cows and fluffy white sheep. The riding groups scurried along as we neared the Torbay Hall. The 10km 
mark!  
We stopped for lunch and some students rode on to see a waterfall. Others stayed at the hall to enjoy an 

early lunch. Following this we sought out the bathroom facility. We soon found out that a drop toilet smells 

super bad! After lunch we skipped, played footy and talked. My friends and I braided each other’s hair and 

relaxed. A while later we decided to leave to beat the rain. It felt a lot quicker riding back this time as we 

barely stopped. Before we knew it we were back at Elleker and 20 minutes early for the bus. We loaded the 

bikes onto trailers and waited in the pouring rain for the bus. Finally, the bus arrived and we loaded on 

singing happy songs all the way back to school. What a great school day that was! 

By Queenie 

 
A big Thank you to all of the help and support from Parents and Teachers, both on the day and leading up 

to the ride. 
From the Bike Ed classes to the support vehicles, we couldn’t have done it without you. 

Thank you! 
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For your Diary – Term 3 
 

Great news…we have locked in in-term swimming lessons for Term 3. 

They will commence Monday 12th September and run for the last 2 

weeks of Term. 

Further details and permissions will be sent out closer to the time. 

 

 

 

Check out the awesome photos from last Wednesday’s Bike Club… 
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Thank you to Room 6 and Room 15 for your beautiful art work for the front 

office.  
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Chaplain’s Corner 
I always think of poor Richard from “Keeping Up Appearances” whenever I hear someone described as being 

“long suffering”. Sure, he lived partly in fear, but I would also offer that he lived in love for his dear Hyacinth, 

and though I believe fear to be a strong motivator, love is undeniably stronger (we see this all the time in 

movies and in books).  

I believe that often someone’s ability to be long suffering is equal to their ability to love others.  

The crazy almost contradictory thought is this… “Love endures the most but condones the least”. You see, 

we can be long suffering for people when we love them because we want the best for them, we will walk 

alongside them for as long as it takes. But that does not mean that we allow them to act however they want 

to. Parents know this all too well. How many times have you had to tell your child to stop fighting with their 

sibling? Or to stop jumping on the couch? Or a teacher telling students for what may feel like the 1000th 

time that they are not to run on the path. The reason these statements are heard is because though 

students or our children may continually choose the wrong choice, we will choose to help them in hopes 

that they will learn to act better next time. As a parent when you choose to not give up in this process, you 

are choosing to be long suffering. Or to put it in a more common term, you are choosing to be patient.  

If you feel like you could improve on your ability to be patient (and we all can), learn to love. Look past the 

behaviour of the person, and desire the best for them. Love them for who they are and not what they have 

done. This is the strongest foundation for a healthy sense of identity because it is not corruptible. When this 

is done the person knows that they are not being loved for their results in a math test, or their sporting 

achievements or how well they have behaved. They are loved because they are loved, not with any other 

motive of hidden agendas. This frees them to not be wrapped up in those things and ironically means that 

they can try their best without fear of failure of losing their self-worth or identity. When someone knows 

they are loved, and you want the best for them, they are much more likely to listen to your advice (and 

hopefully take it on).  

So next time you feel like your child is again testing you… maybe think of Richard and remember that love is 

stronger  

For those who do not know who I have been talking about here is a small taste ;-)  

Hyacinth's Hilarious "Richard" Moments | Keeping Up Appearances - YouTube 

 

Take care everyone! 

 

 

 

 

Mr Caleb Drage, Chaplain  

Days at Albany Primary School 

Wednesday, Thursday 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=s5j_a9gETAM
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Community News and Events 
Please note notices appearing below are not necessarily endorsed by the school.  We provide this space for community 

groups to advertise to the school community.  It is up to parents to scrutinise the activity and organisers for their child. 
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