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Caroline Cameron - In Term 1 of this year I was elected Chair of the newly formed 

School Board. The year so far has brought its challenges and changes with the resignation 

of Jayde Hewson and the election of Cathy Willis. In the interim the Board was under the 

guidance of Reece Smith. My role as the Chair has enabled me to work very closely with 

these three different leaders. The Board meetings have seen a clear focus on the key 

business plan targets and allowed a forum for two-way communication between the 

Principal and Board members. This has enabled a wide range of opinions to be brought 

to the table and feedback given. I have enjoyed hearing what the community has to offer and then feeding 

this back to both the Principal and Board. I hope that I will continue to be a ‘voice’ for the wider community. 

My role has taught me so much about the ‘behind the scenes’ of our school and its community and I hope 

that in the remainder of my tenure I will continue to serve APS and the community to the best of my ability. 

I would love to hear what you have to say so if you have any ideas, concerns, or feedback please feel free to 

stop and have a chat at school, and I will happily feed these back to the Board and the Principal as required. 

I have been fortunate enough with my 4 children, to have been part of the APS community for 13 years. In 

this time, I have been involved in many school events and held various roles on the P&C.  I am a passionate 

and energetic person and believe in achieving the best possible outcome of all students.   

 

 

Hi. My name is Hannah.  I have a daughter at Albany Primary School and I 

joined the board because I wanted to find a way that I could make a positive 

contribution to the school. I am new to the board and all it entails, but I am 

passionate about creating a positive and welcoming school culture and I think 

parents being actively involved is a great first step. Thanks for giving me the 

opportunity to be a part of it.  

 

 

 

Hi I’m Jodie and this year has been my first year on the school board.  It’s exciting 

to be part of this new season at Albany Primary and I feel privileged that I have 

been given the opportunity to be one of your ‘voices’ on the board. Since coming 

to Albany in 2014 I have spent time as a stay at home mum, to working full time 

from 2016 until the start of this year.  Stepping back and working less has given 

me more time to spend with my kids as well as getting to know more about Albany 

Primary School.  As mentioned it is a privilege to be involved in the governance of 

the school and have a passion to see all our children get the best education possible, 

while creating a great school community. My aim is to best represent the interests of the parents and 

students at APS and I value everyone’s thoughts and opinions no matter what background, beliefs or 

culture they come from. I am always happy to chat to you if you have ideas, concerns, feedback or just 

want to say hi!  You can usually find me walking around the school every morning while dropping off 

my kids.  Rosilee and Edwin have just about finished Year 2 & 1 which gives me at least 5 years to stick 

around and see where Albany Primary can go.  I look forward to serving you all for the remainder of 

my tenure and being actively involved in the APS community. 



My name is Joanne.  I have been part of this school community since 

2009. My three children have had very positive experiences here at APS, 

academically, sporting and socially. As a way to be involved and contribute I 

am part of the P&C, executive committee, been on the grounds committee 

and this is my second year on the School Board. I have found it a great way 

to stay informed about school activities and direction. I enjoy the discussion 

and review at the board meetings and that everyone's opinions and thoughts 

create a more rounded diverse view. As positions become vacant I encourage 

anyone to be part of this process.  

 

 

 

My name is Breanna and I am a Pre-Primary teacher here at Albany 

Primary School. I began my career here in 2012 as a Graduate teacher and 

worked for a couple of years before I ventured further North where I met 

my partner, Luke and his son, Jacob (currently in Year Two). I returned to 

Albany Primary in 2017 and have seen how the school has evolved. I was 

invited to join the School Board this year and it has provided me with 

valuable perspective.  I have spent many years working on the inside 

organisation and running of a school, and now appreciate the opportunity to look at the school 

through the eyes of our parent and wider community. The School Board is an enthusiastic team of 

parents and staff all working towards a common goal; providing the absolute best for our students. I 

am passionate about the education and development of all children and it is motivating to be working 

alongside others who value the importance of a collaborative school community. I highly recommend, 

for anyone interested, to keep their eyes open as positions on the School Board become vacant.  

 

 

 

 

My name is Ben.  Before coming to Albany I worked as a teacher in Dunsborough 

and, before that, in Kalumburu in the East Kimberley. Before teaching I was 

involved in construction and oil exploration.  I have been teaching at Albany 

Primary School for thirteen years. Teachers tend to serve on various boards and 

committees attached to their school. Being on the School Board allows me to be 

involved in discussions and decisions that affect the future direction of our 

school. It also allows me to better understand the variety of viewpoints that exist 

out in our school community. I would encourage anyone who has an interest in ensuring our school 

remains an attractive, student-centred place of learning, to take an interest in the School Board and to 

consider applying to serve on the board when positions arise. 

 

 

My name is Peta and I am a Special Needs Education Assistant working at 

Albany Primary, and have been for the past 12 years. I joined the school board in 

2018 to offer the perspective from an Education Assistant. I have watched the 

school progress through many changes over the years.  I have found it interesting 

to watch and participate in the discussions and decision-making for the school 

while on the school board. I have gained a better understanding of how the 

school is run, the people behind the scenes contributing to the decisions being put 

forward for developments and future progress of our school for our students.  



We also welcome Brad Smithson to the Board, who was nominated to replace Julie Brooks for 

the remainder of her tenure.  It’s great to have you joining us Brad! 

 

Hi, I’m Brad and I’m proud to be a member of the Albany Primary School 

Board. I have 2 children at Albany Primary and attended the school myself 

(many years ago!). I’m passionate about being involved in guiding the education 

of not only my children but also others in the community and feel that being a 

part of the board enables us to help provide positive outcomes. Ultimately as 

parents we want the best for our kids and to make our school community the 

best it can be and we can all play a part in this. I’m more than happy to hear 

feedback from any of our school community members and feed this to the board and principal. If 

you’re keen to be involved in the direction of the school I encourage you to apply for vacant board 

positions as they become available. 

 

We welcome Melanie Whitfort and Nicole Newton who have been nominated to replace Poppie Walker 

and Meeghan Mitchell. 

 

Hi, My name is Melanie.  I began teaching at Albany Primary School in 

2014 and I am currently teaching in the Year 3/4 class.  I have also 

previously taught students with additional education needs at Albany 

Secondary Education Support Centre and Katanning Senior High School.   

I am married with three daughters, two at North Albany Senior High 

School and my youngest will be transitioning to high school at the end of 

this year to join her older sisters. 

I have previously been a member of the school council from 2016 -17 and 

I feel privileged to again be able to participate in discussions and decision 

making with colleagues and parents that will help our school to provide the 

opportunities now and into the next few years for our students.  I appreciate how welcoming my 

colleagues and parents have been and I encourage anyone to apply for any vacant positions that 

arise on the board to work on the future directions of Albany Primary School. 

 

 

Nicole Newton 

After deciding on a sea change my family and I moved to Albany, from the Wheatbelt, at the end of 

2018. I have two children enrolled at APS and I am currently working at Albany SHS as a Health and 

Physical Education teacher. Prior to living in Albany I was involved with school committees as a 

parent, and enjoyed being involved in school activities. I have a great understanding of the education 

system and as a school board member would not only bring enthusiasm and knowledge, but a new 

perspective and new ideas.  

On a personal note, I enjoy participating in and coaching netball, as well as being involved in 

basketball and general fitness. I like to assist with junior sport and junior development, and enjoy 

watching my children take part in a variety of activities. 

 


