NEWSLETTER. Volume 3
UP & COMING EVENTS

From the Principal’s Desk

WEEK 6
10 March
 GRIP Leadership day – Student
Councillors
13 March
 Assembly Rm 23
 National Ride2School Day + Free
Dress for Students
WEEK 7
ALL WEEK – School Photos
ALL WEEK – Harmony Week
16 March
 P&C Meeting 7.00pm
20 March
 Community Lunch – parents
welcome
WEEK 8
23 March
 School Board Meeting 7.00pm
24 March
 Interschool Swimming
26 March
 Phil Doncon Paint Storm
WEEK 9
3 April
 Lapathon
WEEK 10
8 April
 RISE Reward
9 April
 ANZAC Assembly Rm 6
 Last Day of Term 1

Can you believe we are already halfway through the
term?! Our classrooms have been busy hives of activity,
with lots of great learning occurring. Make sure you read
some fantastic writing from Rom 16 in today’s newsletter.

Voluntary Contributions
Thank you to all families who have paid their voluntary contributions for 2020.
Your contributions make a huge difference to the enhancement of the
programs we provide here at school.
If you have not yet paid your contributions, please come in and see our office
staff who will be able to assist you.

Help for our Broken Shade Shelter
One of our shade shelters used for carnivals has a broken frame. We are
hoping there might be a parent with some handy skills who could have a look
at it and see if it can be repaired. Please call our office if you think you can
help out.

YSafe Cyber Safety Sessions
Our students certainly loved these sessions and it was great to see so many
parents attend the evening session a couple of weeks ago.
YSafe have kindly allowed me to share the resources from the parent
information session to everyone in our parent community.
To access these amazing resources go to
http://ysafe.com.au/ParentInformation.html
Ms Cathy Willis, Principal
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ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Congratulations to all of our Honour Certificate Recipients

HONOUR CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS

School Photos

ROOM

It is that time of year again! Schoolpic
will be here to take School Photos in
Week 7. Order Envelopes and a program
will be distributed to all families with this
newsletter.
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School Choir Performance
The School Choir will be performing at
the next assembly on Friday 13 March. If
your child is in the choir, a note was sent
home with details about preparing for
the performance. We can’t wait to see
what the students and Mrs Goodall have
been practicing over the last few weeks!

Inter-House Swimming Carnival
Good luck to all the students competing in the Carnival tomorrow! All
swimming students are asked to wear bathers underneath their uniforms; and
bring a towel, goggles, change of clothes, and plenty of food and water. If you
have any further questions, please refer to the note sent home this week.
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ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Students In The Spotlight
Nathan in Room 21 and Robbie in Room 6 were lucky winners of the Summer
Reading Club at the Albany Public Library. They did a lot of reading and submitted
book reviews, and were the proud winners of Paperbark vouchers, books, and
toys. The Library is a great resource and does so much for the community. Dora
(pictured with the boys) and her team work so hard for children's services in
particular. The kids really enjoyed the Summer Reading Club.
If your child, or someone you know, has achieved in the community please let us
know so we can include them in this section.

New Obstacle Course open!
You may have already heard or seen that we have some wonderful new
equipment on the bottom oval. It is a vibrant obstacle course for students to use, replacing the old one made of treated
pine. At the moment students are using the playground in a staggered schedule so that everyone can use it safely and
have fun.

Chaplain’s Corner
It is my pleasure to again be back at the Albany Primary School for 2020 after Long Service Leave in 2019. I was grateful
for the support of Chaplain Jason Bresanello in my absence.

In and Out of Classes
The year has started with being welcomed by our teachers into the different year group classes where we have
interesting conversations about social and emotional matters. The importance of “kindness and empathy” is being
covered and for the more senior students discussing issues like “the importance of self-care and resiliency”.

ySafe Social Media & Cyber Safety Experts
We are all aware the Internet is a “double edged sword” so I found it a very informative evening when recently our P&C
invited the ySafe Social Media and Cyber Safety group into our school, both for our teachers, classes and parent body.
This gave an opportunity to inform parents how to keep up with the fast changing social media and cyber world; and
tips about how to keep our students safe in their online use, including recommended guidelines for time duration on
their screens.
Take care everyone.
Suzy Anderson, School Chaplain
Tue Wed – Even Weeks /Tue, Wed, Thur – Odd Weeks
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+ FREE DRESS DAY!!
Ride2School Day on Friday 13 March (Week 6) is a great reason to dust off your bike and leave the car at home.
If you’re not a regular rider, why not take the opportunity to plan and practice the route from home to school
so you can give it a go on the day! All students who ride to school will get a piece of fruit when they arrive,
and will also go into the draw to win some great prizes.
This year we are also joining with World Bicycle Relief, to raise money to provide bikes for kids in need in
developing countries. To support this great cause, all students are invited to dress in FREE DRESS on the day,
in return for a gold coin donation.
We look forward to seeing you (and your bike!) on Friday 13 March!
APS Active Transport Committee

Board Bits
Welcome to all the new and existing families of Albany
Primary School. For those of you that are new we
would like to introduce our Board members to you.
The parent members include







Caroline Cameron (Chair),
Poppie Walker,
Hannah MacKay,
Joanne Orr,
Jodie Pol,
Brad Smithson,

The staff members include






Meegan Mitchell,
Breanna Wright,
Ben Goldsmith,
Peta Thobaven,
Cathy Willis (Principal)

Feel free to approach any of the members should you
like to bring attention to, or provide feedback about,
any matter regarding the strategic direction of APS.
The Board plays an important role in contributing to
good school governance so that school resources are

used efficiently, and community expectations and the
school’s priorities reflect the needs of students.
The functions of the Board are covered by legislation
and include both approval and advisory roles. Some of
the matters the Board may make decisions on include
fees and charges, book lists, sponsorship and dress
codes. The Board make these decisions with the
Principal who ensures the decisions adhere to
legislative and policy requirements. The Principal may
also seek the advice of the Board so as to understand
local community views.
The Board does not intervene in the control or
management of the school. This is the role of the
Principal.
The Board will be inviting parent members to nominate
themselves this term for the upcoming parent positions
on the Board. These positions hold a two-year tenure.
Should you have any questions regarding these
positions please feel free to ask any of the above Board
members.
Caroline Cameron, School Board Chair
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Year 6 Poetry
Room 16 have been developing their descriptive writing skills. Students were given a visual prompt of a
darkened alleyway. Look at our amazing writers!

Darkness

No sign of life.

In the darkness a slim lady was suspiciously trotting
along through the long, creepy alleyway. The scary
looking shadow creepily pacing behind her.

Darkly, dimly the shadows of midnight crawled through
the misty lamp lit streets,

Overhead the cold rain dripping off the gutters of
the nearby buildings.

They were prowling predators, ready to attack and kill
their prey.

Lightning bolts striking the cobblestone path
ahead.

The road twisted like the fresh roots of an oak tree.

The light dimmed on the slushy wet path, as the
man creepily followed her, knife in hand.
By Ben, Rm 16

devouring every glimpse of light, conquering the night.

The streets closing in at the sound of cries of old
soldiers and wails of pain from dead men.
No sign of life… for this was the time of night.
By Jake Sw, Rm 16

Whispers…
Dark, haunting shadows move quickly, horrifyingly
chasing their fears.
Slowly, sneakily, but silently the light creeps
through the cracks of the buildings.
Rain batters the rooftops as it pours off the little
girl’s umbrella.

Night

The darkening, horrifying alleyway whispers in
your dreams.

Mist towered hauntingly above, steadily consuming
the town.

By Gracie, Room 16

Smokey, still and sunless, the alleyway fades into the
darkness.
Light swallowing and lashing, making it horrifyingly
bright.
Shadows dance along the walls like a queen at a ball.
Water dripped from the buildings, collecting in a cold
puddle.
By Milou, Room 16
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