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From the Principal’s Desk

UP & COMING EVENTS
WEEK 9

What a whirlwind term we have had, and here we are at the
end of our school year. I have thoroughly enjoyed my first
few months at APS and look forward to many more years of
working with our school community.

13 December



Bike Parade 8.00am
End of year fun day PBS
WEEK 10

17 December



Year 6 Graduation Service
9.00am
Year 6 Graduation Lunch
12.00pm

18 December


Final Assembly 8.50am

19 December




Year 6 ALAC Excursion
Reports go home
Last day of school 2019

SCHOOL WILL RESUME
ON 3 FEBRUARY 2020

Thank you to everyone who submitted the Rebranding Survey.
Your views will now be collated and taken into account when considering this issue. I
look forward to sharing this information as soon as I can.
Over the school holiday period I encourage all families to take some time to ensure
your children’s bikes and scooters are in good working condition. We have noticed
several students riding without a helmet, and ask that you ensure your child wears
theirs.

Canteen Closure
Naturally, there has been some anxiety in our school community about the
announcement of the canteen closing for 2020. Our P&C has worked tirelessly over
the past few years to try to make our canteen a viable business. No, we do not want
to make huge profits from our canteen, but as a small business it must at least
‘break even’. Unfortunately, there has been a lot of inaccurate and inflammatory
comments and misinformation out in the media (including social media) of late.
Please be assured that our P&C are working behind the scenes to discuss possible
options for Term 2 onwards and how we can meet the needs of our students. Let’s
now make a positive effort to benefit our school now this decision has been made.
I ask everyone to remember that our P&C is a group run by volunteer parents. They
do the very best they can to enhance the education of our students at APS.
However, they are also bound by constitutional rules and regulations about how
they operate and how decisions are made. The closure of our canteen was not a
decision to be brought to the wide school community. As a P&C run business, it was
up to the membership of our P&C to vote upon this, given the information at hand.
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Our P&C has made wonderful contributions to our school facilities and resources through their fundraising efforts.
They really are a dedicated group of volunteers who give their time and energy so endlessly. I encourage all parents to
come along to our meetings next year and be a part of this important work for our children.

Classes 2020
Our class lists will be displayed in the undercover area from Thursday 30 January 2020. Please respect the privacy of
other families by not photographing these and sharing via phone or social media. It is quite likely that we will need to
restructure our classes after Week 3 of next term, when our student census has been completed and funding
finalised, so please bear this in mind. Class placements are not guaranteed until then.
Staff will not be available to discuss class placements during Thursday 30 and Friday 31 January.
Finally, I wish all of our wonderful APS students, parents, caregivers and community a restful and refreshing holiday
break. I hope you have time to reconnect with family and loved ones, to spend time laughing and enjoying each
other’s company. I look forward to 2020 being a fabulous year for us all!
Ms Cathy Willis
Principal

Room 15 Year 6 students enjoying
the Mindstorms education
equipment funded by the P&C.

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Athletics Results 2019
Well done to our Junior and Senior Interschool team for winning both shields at the carnival on Thursday 28
November. Personal excellence and sportsmanship was showed by everyone!
With carnival season finished, Albany Primary School would like to congratulate the following students for their
individual successes at our House Carnival and Interschool Carnival:
APS House Carnival
Year 4 Boys
Champion - Mitchell
Runner Up - Archie, Lorcan and
Scott

Year 5 Boys
Champion - Elijah
Runner Up - Charlie

Year 6 Boys
Champion - Oscar
Runner Up - Colby

Year 4 Girls
Champion - Lucy
Runner Up - Freya

Year 5 Girls
Champion - Zeva
Runner Up - Aisha

Year 6 Girls
Champion - Ruby
Runner Up - Zamia

Interschool Carnival
Year 6 Boy Champion - Oscar
Year 6 Boy Runner Up - Colby

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
HONOUR CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS

The Steps of Memories

ROOM

NAME

ROOM

NAME

As I stride through the kindy of love and
memories,

2

Adam,
Jobe & Yui

Science

Rebekah
Amelia

I see the eager children

3

Samantha
Tristan

9

Molly
Dylan

4

Molly
Elijah

13

Edwin
Robbie

be there.

5

Mila
Yunal

16

Jack
Jackson

As I stride through the library of
knowledge and memories,

6

Amity
Sarah

18

Monette
Will

I see the library officer

7

Charlie
Riki

23

Will
Ruby

8

Zahran
Kaylee

LOTE

Rosie
Aisha

laughing together.
Remembering that I used to

Helping the children.
Recalling the happiness, me and my
peers once shared.
As I stride across the playground of
playfulness and memories
I see the duty teacher
Gazing off
Reflecting on the fun
We had.
As we stride up the steps to our new life
we remember

Friday 13 December 2019

The memories that we shall treasure
forever.
By Eloise Hadlow

FACTION POINTS

?

?

?

?

The House Competition Winner for 2019 will be
announced at the final assembly! Good luck everyone!

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Students In The Spotlight
Thai in Rm K1B recently attended the 2019 National Allstyles Championships in Melbourne
with his family. The championship was for all martial arts styles and included Pee Wee to
Veterans Forms Divisions, Male and Female Black Belt Forms, Traditional Weaponry, State V's
State Teams Divisions, Continuous Sparring and much more! Thai competed and brought
back a medal to commemorate his participation. Great effort Thai!

Instrumental Music 2020
Parents who have completed an “Expression of Interest” form so their child can begin
instrumental music lessons next year, are welcome to attend an information meeting:
Instrumental Music Parent Information Meeting
7pm 16 December, 2019
Performing Arts Theatre at Albany Senior High School
The meeting will cover everything you need to know if your child is involved in the Instrumental
Music program.
Judy Goodall, Music Teacher

Board Bits
This term the Board members has been telling you a bit more about who we are and what we see as being our role on
the Board. For our final week we will introduce Peta Thobaven and Meegan Mitchell.
My name is Peta and I am a Special Needs Education Assistant working at Albany Primary, and
have been for the past 12 years. I joined the school board in 2018 to offer the perspective from an
Education Assistant. I have watched the school progress through many changes over the years. I
have found it interesting to watch and participate in the discussions and decision-making for the
school while on the school board. I have gained a better understanding of how the school is run,
the people behind the scenes contributing to the decisions being put forward for developments
and future progress of our school for our students.
Hi my name is Meegan. I have been teaching at Albany Primary School since 2012. I
returned to my home town in 2011 to be closer to family. I have two sons David 13 and
Liam 10 years old. Before that, I was living and teaching in Geraldton for ten years.
I have enjoyed my time on the school board, as it has given me a greater insight into the
decision making processes of the school and some input into the future of our school.
We are fortunate at Albany Primary School to have many dedicated parents who are
committed to making our school the best it can be for the students. I would encourage
anyone interested in being on the board, to do so, if the opportunity arises.
We also welcome Brad Smithson to the Board, who was nominated to replace Julie Brooks
for the remainder of her tenure. It’s great to have you joining us Brad!

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
P & C News
“Back to School” Uniform Shop
Opening Days and Times
The uniform shop will be open in the school holidays
before school goes back for Term 1 2020. You can
order and pay online then come in and collect your
order, or just come in and have a browse. Our opening
days and times during the school holidays are as
follows:
 Wednesday 29 January 1-4pm
 Friday 31 January 1-4pm
Online orders can be placed via
http://www.quickcliq.com.au

Cyber Safety Workshops, Term
1, 2020 – Presented by ySafe
The APS P&C are funding a set of cyber safety
workshops, presented by ySafe, for students (years 16), staff and parents in Term 1 2020. The student
sessions have been developed to educate students
about the fundamental components of cyber safety.
The sessions are developmentally appropriate and

target the prominent cyber risks and digital platforms
in given year groups.
Protecting children in their digital worlds is an everevolving task for Australian families. We are therefore
pleased to help our parent community by offering a
crucial and engaging education session with ySafe,
Australia’s leading provider of cyber safety education.
Designed by their award-winning team of cyber safety
experts, this practical, strategy-rich session will cover
the most important points that all families need to
know about online safety, covering key information
about social media and gaming, screen time
recommendations and step-by-step instructions on
how to set up a cyber safe home for kids of all ages.
This FREE Parent Information Session will be held on:


Tuesday 18 February 6:30-7:30pm in the APS
Staffroom

A separate flyer for the Parent Information Session is
coming home with the newsletter. Please follow the
link on the flyer to register your attendance. More
information can be found on ySafe’s website
https://www.ysafe.com.au/ or by following ySafe on
Facebook.

Dental Therapy Opening Hours
Spencer Park Dental Therapy Centre will be closed from Friday 20 December 2019 until Tuesday 21 January 2020. If
your child requires emergency dental treatment during this time, please contact Albany General Dental Clinic on 9842
2211 from 8:15am to 4:30pm. For emergencies outside of these hours, please contact your own private dentist or
Albany Regional Hospital on 9892 2222.
Your child will be eligible to attend a Dental Therapy
Centre from ages 5 to 17. If you no longer wish to use our
service, please let us know as soon as possible as your
valuable appointment could be taken up by someone else.
All appointments are now sent to your home address. If
you have moved in the last few years we may not have
your correct address and your child could miss out on
their check-up. Please update your details either on 9841
3967 or spencerparkdtc@dental.health.wa.gov.au
Merry Christmas and a Safe and Happy New Year!
Spencer Park Dental Therapy Centre Team

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Out And About At A.P.S

Year 3 and 4 Excursion to the Fish Traps

The Choir students performing at the City
of Albany Christmas Pageant.

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Community News and Events
Please note notices appearing below are not necessarily endorsed by the school. We provide this space for community
groups to advertise to the school community. It is up to parents to scrutinise the activity and organisers for their child.

