NEWSLETTER. Volume 20

From the Principal’s Desk

UP & COMING EVENTS
WEEK 8
2 December
 School Board
OPEN Meeting 7pm
3 December
 Student Councillors Voting Year
4&5
5 December
 House Captain Voting Year 4 & 5
 Music SIM Concert 5.00-6.00pm
6 December
 ASHS & NASHS Orientation Yr 6
 Assembly Rm 4
 Volunteer Morning Tea 10.50am
WEEK 9
13 December
 End of year fun day PBS
WEEK 10
17 December
 Year 6 Graduation Service
9.00am
 Year 6 Graduation Lunch 12pm
18 December
 Final Assembly 8.50am
19 December
 Year 6 ALAC Excursion
 Reports go home
 Last day of school 2019

The term has certainly flown by and I can hardly believe
we are at the end of November! Before we know it the
term will be finished and we will all be able to enjoy
some glorious summer days in our beautiful city.
Before then we have a few very busy weeks ahead. Our Year 6
students are busily preparing for their graduation events, Year 5 students are
preparing their speeches for us to elect our 2020 Student Councillors and
House Captains, and teachers are getting every last minute of student learning
into each day that they can.

Rebranding Survey
Accompanying today’s newsletter is a very important survey for our school
community. There is information and a quick survey to ascertain whether or
not we go ahead with the rebranding of our school logo and motto. Over the
past few months I have heard a lot of differing opinions on rebranding and I
want to be sure that we are headed in the right direction as a community.
Why would we rebrand? This is an opportunity to revamp our logo and motto;
to give us a modern fresh look whilst maintaining our important links to our
school history.
Please have your say in this survey. It is important for me to hear your voice.

Booklists
Next week our 2020 Student Stationery
lists will be coming home. We
encourage you to use our preferred
supplier, Office Products Depot, who
are a local business and provide a
fantastic service.
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ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Thank You Morning Tea
Albany Primary School is lucky to have such a supportive and caring school community. Our volunteers throughout the
year contribute so much to our school. I would like to especially acknowledge the great work our School Board and
P&C tirelessly engage in.
I would like to invite all of our fabulous volunteers to a thank you morning tea. The details are below for your
information – please don’t forget to RSVP so that we can cater for everyone. We would love to see you there!
Ms Cathy Willis
Principal

Parents, family and community members who have generously volunteered their time
over 2019 to help our students learn and grow are warmly invited to a thank you morning
tea.
Friday 6 December
10:50am, Staff Room, Albany Primary School
Please RSVP your attendance to either 9842 7400 or albany.ps@education.wa.edu.au by
Monday 3 December.

Library Books
A reminder to parents and guardians that all outstanding library books will need to be returned to the school library by
Friday 6 December. It greatly assists our end of year procedures to have all returns completed, and also gives students
an opportunity to visit the Christmas Wonderland display again before the end of the year.
Mrs Pumphrey, Library Officer

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Congratulations to all of our Honour Certificate Recipients and Rise Stars

HONOUR CERTIFICATE RECIPIENTS
ROOM

JUNIOR

ROOM

SENIOR

2

Gabriella
Alby

15

Thomas
Anton

3

Harry
Elora
Alex

16

Blake
James

4

Felicity
Seumas

17

Ella
Mitchell

5

Eunyce
Mia

18

Maddison
Seth

6

Charlotte
Maddison

20

William
Matilda

7

Callum
Shreeda

21

Seth
Oscar

8

Lucy
Will

22

Sienna
April

9

Oliver
Travis

23

Amara
Amber

13

Taylor
Leila

Sports
Day

Austin

LOTE

William
Chanel

SCIENCE

April
Tacha

RISE Stars
Maddi
Max
Tillie
Logan
Adam
Angie

Matilda
Seth
Shelley
Dylan
Ella
George
Jake

Friday 13th
December
2019
FACTION POINTS

637

616

912

717

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Travel Smart – when are kids safe to go solo to school?
Of course all kids are different, and your child’s readiness to cope safely in traffic depends on their own development
and how much practice they’ve had. Generally speaking, until the age of 11-12 years, children still need active adult
supervision to help them safely navigate cars, driveways, roads and car parks. Here’s a few extra tips, thanks to
www.raisingchildren.net.au.
As a guide, these are the things that your child will need to be able to do confidently before they should walk, ride or
scoot to school without an adult:
 Know and understand road safety rules, and to understand that other road users can be unpredictable and may
not always do the right thing
 Be able to pay attention to vehicles on the road and to work out how far away they are and how fast they are
moving
 Be able to choose safe places to cross roads.
You can still help your child by:
 Checking your child stops, looks, listens and thinks before crossing
the road
 Talking about road rules in simple terms
 Walking and talking together with your child around the streets
 Making sure your child wears colours that are bright and easy to
see.
School Travel Smart Team

Board Bits
This term the Board members will be telling you a bit more about who we are and what we see as being our role on
the Board. This week we will introduce Ben Goldsmith and Breanna Wright, both teachers at Albany Primary School.
My name is Breanna and I am a Pre-Primary teacher here at Albany Primary School. I began
my career here in 2012 as a Graduate teacher and worked for a couple of years before I
ventured further North where I met my partner, Luke and his son, Jacob (currently in Year
Two). I returned to Albany Primary in 2017 and have seen how the school has evolved. I was
invited to join the School Board this year and it has provided me with valuable perspective. I
have spent many years working on the inside organisation and running of a school, and now
appreciate the opportunity to look at the school through the eyes of our parent and wider community. The School Board
is an enthusiastic team of parents and staff all working towards a common goal; providing the absolute best for our
students. I am passionate about the education and development of all children and it is motivating to be working
alongside others who value the importance of a collaborative school community. I highly recommend, for anyone
interested, to keep their eyes open as positions on the School Board become vacant.
My name is Ben. Before coming to Albany I worked as a teacher in Dunsborough and, before
that, in Kalumburu in the East Kimberley. Before teaching I was involved in construction and oil
exploration. I have been teaching at Albany Primary School for thirteen years. Teachers tend to
serve on various boards and committees attached to their school. Being on the School Board
allows me to be involved in discussions and decisions that affect the future direction of our
school. It also allows me to better understand the variety of viewpoints that exist out in our
school community. I would encourage anyone who has an interest in ensuring our school remains
an attractive, student-centred place of learning, to take an interest in the School Board and to consider applying to serve
on the board when positions arise.

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
P & C News
An important message for the
APS Community
At our last P&C General Meeting for 2019 on Monday
November 25, we made a very difficult decision with
regard to the canteen. We now regret to advise that
the canteen will be shutting down at the end of 2019.
The canteen will not reopen in Term 1 of 2020.
The P&C volunteers and canteen employees have
worked tirelessly over a long period of time to try to
run the canteen as a successful small business.
Unfortunately, the canteen is no longer financially
viable, and as such cannot continue to operate.
It is important that we acknowledge and show
appreciation of the support provided to the canteen by
the APS community. We thank you sincerely for this!
We understand that shutting down the canteen will
have an impact on APS families and during Term 1
2020 the P&C will start to investigate alternative lunch
service options to mitigate the impact.
In shutting down the canteen we will be saying
goodbye to our two loyal staff members in Kay
Western and Tracey Shepherd. We would appreciate
you joining with us in acknowledging their dedication

to the canteen and school community throughout their
time. I’m sure they would appreciate you popping in to
give them a hug and say goodbye over the next few
weeks!
From the APS P&C Executive Committee

P&C Canvas Enviro Bags – Price
reduced!!
We are now selling our fantastic P&C Canvas Enviro
Bags from the canteen. They are for sale for the
reduced price of $5 each.

Uniform Shop Opening Days and
Times
Weeks 7-9: Thursday only 8:30-9:15am
We are also currently making plans for when the
uniform shop will be open in January for “Back to
School” sales. If you are interested in helping out,
please follow the link below to see proposed dates and
times and to sign up to help.
volunteersignup.org/4AJRF

Toilet Artwork
Back in October we highlighted the first images of the Toilet Artwork
Project funded by the P&C. Here are some more pictures with three
toilet blocks now completed. We thank all visiting artists, Karlee
Bertola, Nick Lowry and Eve Young for their inspirational work.

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Out And About At A.P.S

As the students prepare to vote for new representatives for 2020, we reflect on the leaders of 2019, and congratulate
them on a job well done!

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Out And About At A.P.S continued…

Figure 1 Before

Figure 2 During

Paddock-to-plate
Over the past few months Room 9 students have been working in the vegie
gardens outside rooms 6 and 7. Initially, the garden beds needed a little TLC
(removing weeds), which the students thoroughly enjoyed. Once the weeds
had been removed, the students began planting seeds and seedlings
(purchased with the help of the school and parent donations) throughout
the 12 garden beds. At the beginning of the project the students partnered
up with one other student, however, as time has gone on, the feeling has
shifted from “my” garden to “our” garden, with all students working
together to create a shared responsibility over the area.
Over the term, students have been harvesting some of the “fruits of their
labour” and creating pizzas, kale chips, beetroot dip and garden salads to
share.
I am very proud of the enthusiasm, effort and the sense of comradery all
students have shown throughout the various stages of this project. Well
done year 3’s, you have created a fantastic, positive and cohesive team!
Mr Beard, Room 9 Teacher

ALBANY PRIMARY SCHOOL
Community News and Events
Please note notices appearing below are not necessarily endorsed by the school. We provide this space for community
groups to advertise to the school community. It is up to parents to scrutinise the activity and organisers for their child.

